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The role of the Foreign Correspondents' Club goes far beyond that of a social club or self-interested 

lobbying group.  

 

The primary role of this club is to advocate for the interests of foreign correspondents and 

journalists, a cornerstone of which is free expression.  

 

Free flow of information is crucial for any society, but especially in Hong Kong which distinguishes 

itself as a haven of free expression in a region where governments censor and jail journalists for 

writing the truth. 

 

In addition to these lofty ideals, however, the FCC has a hard-earned and half-century-old 

reputation as one of the best places to hang out. The club's attractions include the intense speakers' 

program, Friday night at the main bar, Bert's jazz bar as well as the annual charity ball. (But let's not 

forget the workroom and gym.)  

  

My role in our club 

Having served as FCC president, a correspondent governor and now an associate governor, I have 

been involved in a number of highly successful initiatives within our club, including:  

 

- Leading the renovation of the main bar in 2002/3, a project that reconfigured main bar to allow for 

more tables and a better service structure for staff. Our revenue increased sharply in the first months 

after opening, despite the SARS crisis which pushed other clubs into bankruptcy.  

 

- I worked with several other correspondents in 2002/3 to successfully lobby the government of 

China to ease visa restrictions on foreign journalists based in Hong Kong making reporting trips to 

China. This issue remains relevant today, since the visa process means that correspondents based in 

mainland China get quicker access to mainland cities adjoining Hong Kong than Hong Kong-based 

journalists.  

 

- I co-founded the wildly successful charity ball before leaving Hong Kong for reporting 

assignments in the United States and Europe. Upon my return I rejoined the ball committee as co-

chair. The ball has grown into a major event in Hong Kong that provides substantial assistance to 

some of Hong Kong's neediest children.  

  

Now in our 13th year, we have provided scholarships for more than 130 students and trained 

hundreds more with our Language Training Program and Children's Learning Center. Early ticket 

sales for this year's band, The Jackson Five, suggest yet another great year for the ball. The ball has 

helped raise the profile of the club, creating goodwill as a concrete demonstration of our club's 

positive involvement in the Hong Kong community. 


